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ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Tue plan adopted by the Editors in the second edition,
of distinguishing by brackets the additions and altera-
tions made by them, has been adhered to in this edition.
The cases published since the 1st of February, 1861,
when this edition first went to press, will be found

noticed partly in the text and partly in the Addenda.

2, StoNE BuiLpines, LiNcoLw’s INN,
May, 1861.
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ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

In preparing a Second Edition of a work bearing so
high a character as Mr. Jarman’s Treatise on Wills, it
has been one of the principal objects of the Editors to
preserve the original text intact, as far as was consistent
with the introduction into it of the new matter arising
from recent decisions. It was considered that if the
new matter were incorporated with the old, and dis-
tinguished from it by being included in brackets, in
the manner now generally adopted, the book would
be in a more convenient form than if all alterations
and additions were thrown into the notes; at the same
time that the reader would still recognize at a glance
those parts which carry the authority of the original
Writer.

1, SroNE BuiLpings, LincoLN’s INN,
June, 1855.



PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

SixTEEN years have now elapsed since the writer diffidently
presented to the profession his first publication on Testamentary
Law, in the form of an edition of Powell on Devises, with a
supplementary treatise on the Construction of Devises. The
reception given to this work was such as abundantly to com-
pensate for the severe labour which it exacted, and under which
the health of its Editor more than once sank. This was followed,
after the interval .of a few years, by the Tenth Volume of the
Precedents in Conveyancing, being the portion of that work
which was devoted to the same subject. The materials afforded
by these publications have been freely used in the present work ;
but considering the very large accessiond since made to the
adjudications on testamentary law, and that it has not escaped
the activity of modern legislation, it will be obvious that mahy
of the various subjects embraced by so extensive a range of
disquisition, now present themselves under a different aspect,
requiring, not only very large additions to the matter which
composed the former works, but the rejection of no incon-
siderable portion of that matter ; and the writer is not ashamed
to avow, that another, though certainly a less extensive, head
of alteration arises from the changes which experience has
wrought in some of the opinions of his earlier days. The result
is, that probably more than one-half of the present treatise is
entirely original; and the writer therefore feels that he has to
subject his performance (as partially new) to the criticism of
his ‘professional brethren, whose kind consideration he again
bespeaks, convinced that those who are the most competent to
detect error, will be the most generous and indulgent in the
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appreciation of the difficulties which beset the inquirer into
the principles of one of the most intricate branches of the law.
To those difficulties have been added the daily interruptions of
professional avocation, which have long delayed, and have some-
times threatened wholly to prevent, the present publication.
The recent Act has created some additional embarrassment to
a writer on Wills, by introducing new principles of construction,
partial in their application ; for, by drawing a line between wills
of an earlier and those of a later date, the legislature has dimi-
nished the importance, without permitting the rejection or the
neglect of the old law. On these subjects, conciseness and com-
pression have been specially aimed at, and some additional
labour has been willingly incurred, in order to avoid incumbering
the present work unnecessarily with matter which every passing
day tends to render less practically useful.

. THOMAS JARMAN.

NEw SqUuARE, LiNcoLN’s INN,
December, 1843,
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